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2025 DUES ARE DUE!

The status of your dues can be found on the address label of snail-mailed newsletters or near the top of the
email announcing this issue. If it says, 0Dues Paid through February 2025 (or earlier)€ i is time to renew or
start your membership for 2025.

Annual membership to CLC is only $20.00 (what a deal!). Suggested membership levels are:
_____ S$20(Twig)

______$50(Branch)

__ $100(Tree)

S Other

You may pay your dues using PayPal on the CLC website (https://www.clclex.org).

If you prefer to contribute by mail, please send this form, or the information listed, along with your check
payable to ¢Citizens for Lexington Conservationé b:

Citizens for Lexington Conservation
P.O. Box 292
Lexington, MA 02420-0002

Name:

Address:

Email:

Phone Number:

___New Member ___Renewal

Go Green and save a tree (or at least a branch)! Check here if you would like to have your newsletter in
color with live links, using a download link from an email, instead of the paper snail mail version.

Membership dues support our organization. CLC is a registered 501(c)(3) organization and all contributions
are tax deductible.
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E WYMANHIGI VERY OF LEXI NGTON CC(
AT CLC ANNUAL MEETI NG
Wednesday, March 12, 2025,
Lexington Community Center, 3

We are thrilled that Charlie Wyman will be our speaker. Charlie will discuss
the history of the townQ efforts to preserve its environment and natural her-
itage through conservation land acquisition, and will offer brief profiles of
some of the more interesting acquisition projects.

Charlie Wyman has served as both the townQ Conservation Administrator
(1984-88) and a Conservation Commissioner (2009-2012). Most of his work-
ing career was as a project manager for land acquisition projects, first for The
Trustees of Reservations and later Mass Audubon. Retired since 2016, he has
served on the townQ Sustainable Lexington Committee and currently is chair of the Conservation Commis-
sionQ Land Acquisition Subcommittee in addition to helping lead Lexington Living Landscapes.

In addition to our speaker, we will hold a VERY brief Annual Meeting.

Light refreshments will be served!
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CLC BOARD

WELCOME AND

President Eileen Entin

Treasurer Anne MacDonald-Broun
Secretary Pamela Lyons

Membership Priya Singh

Walks Coordinator Gali Diamant

Newsletter Editor Ruth Ladd

Website Management Rita Pandey and Keith Ohmart
Archivist OPEN

Publicity/Events Coordinator OPEN

Conservation Restriction
Monitoring Coordinator
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We enthusiastically wel-
come Anne MacDonald-
Broun as our new treas-
urer!

Our out-going treasurer,
Bobby Hobson is particu-
larly happy and we want
| to enthusiastically thank
her for her many years of
ervice as treasurer. She
> is not going away as she
will still be active in CLC.
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CLC I'S SEEKI NG VOLUNTEERS!
Hel p support our expanding set of

Si gnage CaonabdgunBnantbitous project to [T T

put information signs in a variety of conservation areas

throughout Lexington. Thus far, we have installed an infor-
mation sign about vernal pools in Hayden Woods and a sign
about habitat variety in Parker Meadow. The conservation de-
partment installed a sign about wetlands at Cotton Farm and
CLC will be working with the conservation department to in-
stall a sign in Willards Woods. We are seeking individuals who

will help identify other locations where an informative sign
would be meaningful and work with a small group to develop the content for these signs. We urge people
who have particular interests in and knowledge about aspects of our conservation habitats that they would
like to share to join us in this ongoing project. We envision this project as continuing over several years, with
the goal of developing two new signs each year.

Conservaton Rest rAcCasérvation ReftricGidd )CR) isQ leg) @réerhet l2tiveen
a landowner and the holder of the restriction. In Massachusetts, the CR is approved and accepted by the
state and recorded at the Registry of Deeds. CLC has agreed to hold the CRs for several conservation proper-
ties in Lexington that were purchased by the town at least in part using Community Preservation Act (CPA)
funds. To formalize a CR, we must prepare CR documents that are submitted to the state for approval. Once
the CR is approved, CLC is required to inspect the property annually and report any violations to the property
owner —in this case the Town of Lexington. A small team of CLC members are in the process of completing
the applications for three properties, and are seeking people who are interested in joining the team to help
develop the application documents for the remainder of the properties.

C R MO nne dre @Isb sseking individuals who will be responsible for annual monitoring of the proper-
ties. Members of the board did two properties this fall (Cotton Farm and the Leary property) and can vouch-
er for the fact that it was a fun experience and went quickly (to be fair some sites may be more involved).

Hel p us get wduldlye bewildng tdlget iBfofrémlothers on upcoming walks and talks

and send it by email to the Lexington Observer, Lexington Times, the townQ Link to Lexington, and LexCAN?
Pl ease consider whether you can help us!

If you would like to learn more about any of these positions or tasks, please send a message through the CLC
website (CLCLex.org), and one of CLCQ Board members will respond. Or, if you prefer, please call Eileen En-
tin at 781- 862 6418.
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CLC 2024 QUESTI ONS FOR CANDI DATES

Citizens for Lexington Conservation, our local environmental advocacy and education organization, has been
collecting and publishing candidates(responses to environmental issues for many years.

This year CLC is focusing its questions on two proposals the Conservation Department has submitted as part
of the Community Preservation Commission@Q (CPC) overall warrant article. These two projects were ap-
proved for recommendation to 2025 Spring Town Meeting by unanimous vote at the CPCQ December
meeting. Each will be voted upon individually as part of the CPCQ overall funding request.

The first proposal, the Community Center Connector, requests $300,000 in FY2026 for the Surveying, Engi-
neering and Design plans for a trail connection (Universally Accessible (UA) if feasible) between Cotton Farm
and the Lexington Community Center. The Community Center is currently isolated within the Lexington trail
network without a direct connection to any town trails. This connection would increase the access of both
the Community Center and surrounding Open Space areas to Lexington's trail network including the ACROSS
Lexington system. It would also allow for expanded programming opportunities by providing for directly con-
nected outdoor educational and passive recreational space. This trail addition would add approximately 0.4
miles to the existing trail system within Lexington. Phase Il of this project would involve construction of the
approved ADA Improvements Plan completed under Phase | and is planned for an FY 28 request.

The second proposal is a request for $75,000 in FY2026 for Trail Design and Engineering to create a new trail
entrance for the Simonds Brook Conservation area at the end of Rangeway Street. The current trail entrance
at this location crosses private property owned by the Drummer Boy Homeowners Association which is pre-
venting the establishment of an ACROSS Lexington route connecting Wright Farm, Simonds Brook and the
Paint Mine properties. Trail design and engineering are required for this new entrance in order to cross a
wetland area adjacent to Rangeway. Phase |l of this project would involve construction of the trail and is
planned for an FY 27 request.

Our question to the candidates in the 2025 TM election, is whether or not they will support these planning
steps to provide or improve public access to town conservation lands. Why or why not?
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The following are the submitted responses:

CANDI DATES -WWORE TR CE

Candi date for Moder at or

Deborah J. Br own
campbrown@gygmail . com

Candi dates for Sel ect Boar d

Vineeta Ajay Kumar
Vineetakumar 9@gmail . com

Trails play a crucial role in enhancing the quality of life in a community by providing spaces for outdoor
leisure, recreation, and relaxation. They offer numerous health, environmental, and economic benefits.
As we confront the unintended consequences of industrial progress—particularly on our environment
and well-being—it is essential that we redouble our efforts to preserve, expand, and improve our trail
network.

The Community Center Connector project will significantly enhance connectivity between the Community
Center and the broader ACROSS Lexington system. This will increase access to key community spaces and
open areas, fostering a more connected, cohesive town. It will also improve our recreational infrastruc-
ture, directly benefiting residents' quality of life. I@h especially supportive of the inclusion of ADA im-
provements in Phase Il to ensure universal accessibility.

We are fortunate to have a network of trails that allow us to experience nature in our own town. By in-
vesting in these trail projects, we are demonstrating our commitment to building a healthier, more sus-
tainable Lexington.l fully support these thoughtful proposals to improve access to conservation lands and
strengthen our town's recreational infrastructure.

Dawn McKenna
dawn@dawnmckenna. org

When | was Chair of the Tourism Committee, Rick Abrams came to me with his idea for the ACROSS Lex-
ington trail network. | believed then as | do now that the trail network is a valuable resource for Lexing-
ton.

On a personal note, since my accident, my husband and | frequently utilize the townQ trail network. Hav-
ing experienced mobility challenges, | developed an appreciation for how important it is to build Univer-
sally Accessible walking paths wherever possible. LexingtonQ trail network played a major role in quite
literally getting me back on my feet, and that would not have been possible without the foresight of the
CLC to advocate for trails that can be used by all.
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Regarding the proposal at the Simonds Brook Conservation area, | recognize its importance to continue to
grow our trail network. I also understand projects like these must be prioritized within our townQ larger
budget constraints. That said, the ACROSS Lexington trail network meets the needs of residents looking for
safe access to open space. It also serves as a resource that supports our local small business community by
attracting visitors to stay in town and spend their money here. As a member of the Select Board, | will en-
courage the Town to support projects like these, and engage with the CLC and other groups to explore new
opportunities to connect through these outdoor experiences.

Patrick R. Me hr
Patrick. mehr @gmai |l . com

| like the intent of these two projects because itQwhen | walk in our conservation lands, taking a ¢forest
bath€ as the Japanese call it, that | get my best ideas. So the more conservation lands people, including peo-
ple with disabilities, can walk through away from cars, noise and other technological distractions, the better.

But the Town budget (some $300 million per year, 80% of which for the schools) is limited, so we should not
approve any CPA project that does not fit within a long-range plan that is financially sustainable. With a large
debt exclusion, i.e. a tax increase, on the horizon to fund our new High School, | believe the time has come to
revisit whether the CPA surcharge can be reduced. And CPA funds, if eligible for that purpose, should fund
part of our new High SchoolQ recreation facilities.

Both proposed projects are well thought out, but in our current fiscal context, | hope that the CPC has also
looked for private funding and corporate or charitable grants to pay for them, saving CPA funds for other ur-
gent projects. As a Select Board member | will work with the CPC to find private funding for these and other
worthy projects.

Joseph N. Pato
j oe@ oepato.org

| support the request for funding for planning for both of these projects.

When the Community Center was acquired for town use the prospect of connecting a walkable path from
the existing Cotton Farm area and that connects to walking paths to LHS were identified as a highly valuable
addition. Understanding how to make this path a reality and how to make it universally accessible will let us
move forward.

The proposed new trail entrance for the Simonds Brook Conservation area at the end of Rangeway Street
will redirect foot traffic away from an environmentally sensitive area that is currently being degraded.

Candi dates for School Commi

Sarah England Carter
secarter @mail . com

It is vital that we continue to improve Lexington as a walkable community. | support the CLCQ mission to
dencourage the town to preserve valued parcels of open space as a public resource€ and support Gissues of
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ecological importance.€ It is critical that Town Meeting continues to prioritize our communal spaces in Lex-
ington.

| would support the planning of expansions for the two walking trails as proposed. These trails benefit all
members of our community and improve the walkability of our town.

Larry Deon Freeman, Jr .
|l df ree@yahoo. com

Eileen S. Jay
Beanyvjav@yahoo. com

| fully support the two proposals by the CPC: the Community Center Connector and new trail entrance for
the Simonds Brook Conservation area. | am always encouraged to see improvements to public access to con-
servation land and both projects seem to be worthwhile additions.

| am especially thrilled to see the proposal trail that would connect Cotton Farm and the Community Center.
| often walk through the trail in the Upper Vine Brook—Cotton Farm conservation area that starts at High-
land Avenue and ends at Marrett Road. As | near the end, | always wonder why it doesn@connect to any-
thing else without crossing Marrett Rd. The proposed trail would not only allow walkers access to the Com-
munity Center, but would give Community Center users direct access to natural spaces and the ACROSS Lex-
ington network. It would enhance educational and recreational programming for children and adults by cre-
ating a direct path to explore the Upper Vine Brook natural area.

The proposed new entrance to the Simmonds Farm Conservation area sounds like it will create a publicly ac-
cessible entrance. That would enable the creation of an ACROSS Lexington route connecting several conser-
vation areas in the northwest corner of town. | am completely in favor of increasing the available routes in
the ACROSS Lexington network. | was fortunate to have met Rick Abrams and | am in awe of the work that
he and the Greenways Corridor Committee accomplished which resulted in the creation of the ACROSS Lex-
ington network. AROSS Lexington is a gift to Lexington that enables residents to enjoy the open spaces in our
town. | am in full support of any efforts to connect and improve access to our public land.

Lana Panasyuk
| ana@ anawor ks. us

We moved to Lexington in 1999, drawn by its exceptional public schools, abundant nature, and the multicul-
tural, historic charm of the town. | grew up in a small town called "edge of woods," where | spent countless
hours exploring the forests with our dog and friends—mushroom hunting, encountering moose and hedge-
hogs, climbing tall pine trees, digging tunnels in the snow, playing pond hockey, and racing dog sleds.

In Lexington@ Lower Vine Brook, my kids and | have created discovery paths, named trees, marked outlook
rocks, and even made maps. | earned a PhD in Earth, planetary, and solar science from MIT, and my love for
nature and the children who experience it continues to shape my life here.

However, our town is facing significant financial challenges, related to 1) the urgent need to expand the high
school to address severe overcrowding and to 2) the influx of new residents from MBTA rezoning. The future
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of our children's education is at risk, and our community is not prepared to double in size without facing
both financial and social strain.

Given the critical importance of prioritizing the well-being of our children and the broader community, | urge
the Town Committees, including the CLC, town members, and all stakeholders, to postpone any spending
that isn't directly related to these two urgent issues: expanding Lexington High School and enhancing infra-
structure to support our new neighbors. Let us all contribute to the Capitalization Stabilization Fund (CSF) to
ease the financial burden (and mitigate the coming debt service) in the years ahead.

Candidates for Planning Bc

Tina M. Mc Br i de
ltnamcbride@gmail . com

Thomas R. Shiple
tshiple@ymail . com

| support funding for the design of the Community Center Connector. When approaching the Community
Center from the west on foot or bike there is no way to reach the Community Center without going almost
all the way to Massachusetts Avenue and then backtracking. This will provide a more direct and scenic path
and encourage more people to engage in active recreation to reach the Community Center.

| also support design funding for a new trail entrance at Rangeway Street. Currently North Lexington does
not have any ACROSS Lexington trails and this new entrance will unlock the potential to create a new trail

network in the area. This will help introduce people to open lands which are currently less visited and are
among the most biodiverse in Lexington.

Candidate for Lexington Hous

Richard F. Perry

al NODK HAOHRND
{O8ySa +id 2Affl
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Courtney McCollum Apgar
James Britton Baldwin
Sallye F. Bleiberg
Sudhir K. Jain
Jeanne K. Krieger
Patrick R. Mehr—See Select Board

PAGE 10

Lexington

Conservaton Newsl et

CANDI DATES FOR TOWN MEETI
I £ A01 2y EXKEBNIYUINSORYWOU F2NJ GKS fAyl U+
Il n the interests of saving paper and printng co
from these candidates by |l ogging into the CLC we
ton where you wil/ be abked nceaagacresess .t he
NOTE: Candi dates are |listed in alopl
dates are |isted, even those w
Precinct 1 Glenn Parker
- Prashant Singh
. Franklin E. Smith
Lois Angelo .
Bindu J. Vyas
James L. Avery Hua Wang
Cristina Ann Burwell
William A. Carlson )
Sarah England Carter—See School Committee m| nct 4
Larry Deon Freeman, Jr.—See School Committee
Charles James Nyles Nathan Barnert
Eric Jay Michelson Lawrence Chan
Valerie Gale Overton Linda Boardman Liu
Katherine E. Reynolds Wendy K. Manz
Gerald Paul
Precinct 2 Kathryn A. Roy
- Carol R. Sacerdote
Matthew Cohen SZitcTrraSJhaSiI;ow
Matthew P. Daggett '
Rita B. Goldberg .
Ajay T. Joseph u| nct 5
Sean D. Osborne
Ricki Donna Pappo Monica Karin Davis
Joseph N. Pato Marilyn Moore Fenollosa
Emilie Rinard Webster Andrew Friedlich
Betsey Weiss Jerold S. Michelson
Huayu Xiong Lana Panasyuk—See School Committee
Melanie Alberta Thompson
Precinct 3 M. Masha Traber

Catherine Yan
John Zhigiang Zhao
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Precinct 6 Precinct 8
Sara Gurley Bothwell Allen Victoria C. Buckley
Lance P. Bradley Margaret E. Coppe
Margaret L. Counts-Klebe Peggy Enders
Olga Puchmajerova Guttag Alix O®rien Fox
Frederic Steven Johnson Betty J. Gau
Jeremy Levitan Alan Mayer Levine
Dawn E. McKenna—See Select Board Lisa A. Newton
Deborah Cohen Strod Sudhir Ranjan
Eran Cohen Strod Alan V. Seferian

Sarah Wolfson

_ Precinct 9
Preci nct 7
Victoria Lawrence Blier

Archan Basu Scott Foster Burson
Katharine Blauer Rodney Elias Cole
Christian L. Boutwell Diana J. Donovan
Robert Keven Creech Thomas Osgood Fenn
Vikas Kinger Foster Joseph Jackson
Sandra Hackman Vineeta Ajay Kumar—See Select Board
Letitia J. Hom Elizabeth Ruth Mettetal
Vida Figueras Baterina Hom
Monami D. Roy
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Precinct 1

Lois Angel oo
Lois.angelo@ exingtonma. or g

James L. Avery
skaverys@gmail . com

Cristna Ann Bur wel |

cristnaburwell @mac. com
William A. Carl son
carl sonwx@gmail . com

Sarah England Carter
See School Committee

Larry Deon Freeman, Jr
See School Committee

Charl es James
ezzcjames91l1l1@ymail . com

Eric Jay Michel son
eri c@michel sonshoes.

com

Val eri e Gale Overton
val eriegoverton@gmail . com

Kat herine E. Reynol ds
kereynoldsl2@gmail.com

I LINR £

Sy OK
Wdzy A LJ
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Precinct 2

Mat hew Cohen
cohen4d4l exington@gmail . com

Mat hew P. Dagget
mat @mat dagget. org

Rita B. Goldberg
Gol dberg@f as. harvard. edu

I@h for creating more trails and more conservation lands wherever we can. 1@ a frequent user of them my-
self, if nothing else, and came to appreciate our walking network even more during the pandemic. The trail
connecting Cotton Farm to the Community Center is an attractive idea. These areas are in my neighborhood,
and at the moment the only way to get between them is via Marrett Road. The sidewalk there is quite de-
graded much of the way. If there could be a safe and easily navigable trail avoiding that and going through
trees instead of alongside vehicles, it would be a great asset.

The request for improvements to the Simonds Brook loop in northwest Lexington is relatively inexpensive at
$75,000 but would be far-reaching for the same reasons as the proposed connection between Cotton Farm
and the Community Center. There would be a workable, easily accessible trail allowing walkers to enjoy the
landscapes there in safety.

I@ certainly vote for both of these projects if re-elected.

Ajay T. Joseph

[ osephtahay@ymail . com
Sean D. Osborne
SDO2591@gmai |l . com

These two projects appear to be good use of Community Preservation Act funds to improve open space for
recreational use. Lexington has a few universally accessible trails. A UA trail between Cotton Farm and the
Lexington Community Center would be a wonderful addition.

Ri cki Donna Pappo
Ricki.pappo@gmail . com

Joseph N. Pat o
See Select Board

Emilie Rinard Webster
erinard@yahoo. com
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Betsey Weiss
Wei ss.betsey@ymail . com

| wholeheartedly support and will vote YES for both FY2026 CPC Conservation funding requests, if | am
reelected to Town Meeting on March 3rd.

| will also vote YES to fund both Phase Il funding requests for Simonds Brook Entrance FY2027 for an estimat-
ed $150,000 and the Community Center Connector in FY2028 TBD (To Be Determined) $ Amount.

In March 2020, when my gym closed during Covid, | started walking with my friends every Saturday morning
and still walk with my friends every Saturday morning on the ACROSS Lexington trails unless the trail is too
icy or too muddy. We have walked almost every single ACROSS Lexington trail and many, many trails multiple
times.

| entirely support and will vote YES for the $300,000 request for FY 2026 for surveying, engineering and de-
sign plans for the .4 -mile connector between Cotton Farm and the Community Center which will be Univer-
sally Accessible (UA) if feasible and will be a wonderful addition to the trail system. | support the educational
programming opportunities that it would provide and the new .4-mile hiking/walking trail. When the Parker
Meadow Accessible Trail came to TM several years ago, | voted YES to fund it, and it is a wonderful, accessi-
ble trail.

| entirely support and will vote YES for the $75,000 request for FY2026 for Trail Design and Engineering to
create a new trail entrance for the Simonds Brook Conservation area at the end of Rangeway Street. Funding
is needed to build a new trail entrance which will cross a small wetland area and will accommodate a new
ACROSS Lexington Route within Simond's Brook Conservation Area in the northwest section of Lexington.
The new trail entrance will connect Wright Farm, Simonds Brook and Paint Mine properties and will be an
important addition to the ACROSS Lexington Trail system.

Huayu Xiong
xi onghual5@gmail . com

Precinct 3

Courtney McCollum Apgar
Courtney. apgar @ exi ngtonma. or g

James Briton Bal dwin
James. bal dwi n@me. com

Sallye F. Bl ei berg
sallyvebl eibergd@ymail . com

Lexington is fortunate to have conservation lands sprinkled around Town. In theory | fully support providing
additional access to the lands included in the two CLC proposals in the CPC Warrant article for Town Meeting.
Furthermore, | support the expansion of LexingtonQtrail system. However, there are many competing needs
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for CPC funding, all of which enhance the quality of life in Lexington. For me, first and foremost, is the need
for additional affordable housing. The trend of building large multi-million-dollar homes has priced many
Town employees out of Lexington. The thought of a fireman or a police officer or a teacher having to awak-
en an hour or more early to drive an hour or more to Lexington to perform at work does not make sense.
Especially when she or he must drive the hour or more home after work as well. This negatively affects the
employeeQ quality of life, including family life, and is disconcerting when thinking about tired employees
providing for our safety or teaching our youth. On the other hand, as a climate activist, | certainly prefer that
people hike or bike from place to place in Lexington rather than drive in their cars. Some data on how much
automobile traffic these proposals could eliminate would weigh heavily in my thinking. | often wish for plen-
ty of money for all of Lexington@ needs, but this is not the case. Therefore, | will have to listen carefully to
Town Meeting deliberations and alternative proposals for funding before knowing definitively how to vote if
elected.

Sudhir K. Jain

jainsk50@gmail . com
Jeanne K. Krieger
kriegerjkd44@gmail . com

Patrick R. Me hr
See Select Board

Gl enn Parker
Gl enn. parker@omcast. net

Prashant Singh
prashmobil e@gmail . com

Frankl in E. Smith
fes@ esmith. com

Bindu J. Vyas
drvvasb@gmail . com

Hua Wang
wanghuab@gmail . com

Precinct 4

Nyl es Nathan Barnert
i barnert @comcast . net

As a strong advocate of conservation, | shall definitely support the Simonds Brook project. | will also probably
support the Community Center project, but need more information on the expected total cost for the con-
struction phase.

PAGE 15

et


mailto:jainsk50@gmail.com
mailto:kriegerjk44@gmail.com
mailto:Glenn.parker@comcast.net
mailto:prashmobile@gmail.com
mailto:fes@fesmith.com
mailto:drvyasb@gmail.com
mailto:wanghuab@gmail.com
mailto:ibarnert@comcast.net

***Citzens for Lexington Conservaton News|

Lawrence Chan
| awrencechan508@hot mail . com

Linda Boardman Liu
boardmanl i u@gmail . com

Wendy K. Man z
Wendy manz@yahoo. com

Gerald Paul
gerrypaul 0Ol@gmail . com

Kat hryn A. Roy
Kathryn@precisionthinking.com

Car ol R. Sacerdot e
carolrsacerdote@gmail . com

As someone who walks a great deal in Lexington, | am very interested in the trails throughout town.

| fully support the construction of a new trail in the Simond's Brook area that would avoid crossing private
property. | believe that this trail would get sufficient use to make it worth the cost of construction.

I am less sure about the trail from Cotton Farm to the Community Center. Because the Community Center is
much higher than Cotton Farm, creating an ADA compliant path may be difficult because of the slope. |
would need more information to make an informed decision.

Peter Shapiro
pdshapiro@ahoo. com

@ in favor of enhancing LexingtonQtrail network. The proposed Community Center Connector and the Si-
monds Brook trail look like worthwhile projects that | would be inclined to support, and @ unaware of rea-
sons why these proposals should not be approved. Of course like any good TM member |Q} listen to the de-
bate and consider constituent feedback before reaching final decisions.

Sandra J. Shaw
Si.shaw@verizon. net

Lexington has through the years supported the purchase of key parcels for conservation purposes. To truly
appreciate these natural areas, it is important to create access for all citizens. The two articles which will be
discussed and voted at the 2025 town meeting are worthy of support, and | intend to support them.
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Precinct 5

Moni ca Karin Davi s
davi smkO7@gmail . com

As a Lexington resident for the past 13 years, | am a strong supporter of Lexington@Q Conservation lands and
trail network. These are a wonderful outdoor asset for all community members and maintaining and improv-
ing access to them is a priority for me. My family and | take frequent advantage of the trails in the Lower Vine
Brook, Willard@ Woods, Parker Meadow, and ArlingtonQ Great Meadows areas. Girls in the junior Girl Scout
troop which | co-lead recently completed a Take Action Project to help to keep Chiesa Farm clean from litter
and dog waste. | thus expect that | will likely support the planning steps proposed by the Conservation De-
partment, but | admit that | am not yet fully familiar with the details for these two sites. | will want to con-
sider any budget-related proposals in the context of other budget priorities, especially in the current fiscal
environment, in order to make an informed decision. | will look forward to the presentation of the motion
and seeing the materials prepared by the Community Preservation Commission.

Marilyn Moore Fenoll osa
Mmt . fenoll osa@verizon. net

| and my colleagues on the Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously to support both projects
in our recommendations to Town Meeting. The projects will provide Universal Accessibility, promote partici-
pation in town activities at the Community Center and nearby conservation areas (Cotton Farm project), and
enable increased use and understanding of the importance of wetlands (Simonds Brook). As an abutter (and
married to the steward) of the Shaker Glen conservation area) | am acutely aware of the need for preserva-
tion, maintenance and restoration of Lexington@Q open spaces. The recreational and healthful opportunities
they provide are immeasurable, and we have a responsibility to take care of these fragile resources.

Andrew Friedlich
ajfriedl @aol . com

Jerol d S. Mi chel son
jerry@mi chel sonshoes. com

Lana Panasyuk
See School Committee

Mel ani e Al berta Thompson
mel ani ethompson2020@gmail . com

| fully support these projects to improve public access to LexingtonQ conservation lands and trail network.
Investing in well-designed, accessible trails not only enhances our townQ environmental and recreational as-
sets but also promotes sustainability, community engagement, and outdoor education opportunities.

The Community Center Connector is a much-needed improvement. Right now, the Community Center is cut
off from the rest of LexingtonQtrail system, making it harder for people to access nature from this central
location. By creating a new trail connection—and making it universally accessible (UA) if feasible—this pro-
LeACC_j’cEvgyl give more people, including older persons and those with mobility challenges, a safe and convenient
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way to enjoy our townQ beautiful conservation land. It will also allow for expanded outdoor programming,
which is a great benefit to the community.

The Simonds Brook Conservation Area trail entrance is another key project. The current entrance crosses pri-
vate property, which limits access and prevents an important link in the ACROSS Lexington trail network.
Creating a new, properly designed entrance at the end of Rangeway Street will ensure that the public can
continue to enjoy and explore this area while also protecting the surrounding wetlands.

These projects are about preserving and improving what makes Lexington special —our commitment to con-
servation, outdoor recreation, and community accessibility. Investing in the planning work now ensures that
these trails can be built responsibly and thoughtfully in the coming years.

As a Town Meeting Member, | will support these efforts because they will help more people connect with
nature, enjoy LexingtonQ open spaces, and strengthen our townQ trail system for future generations.

M. Masha Traber
Masha.traber @gmai |l . com

Cat herine Yan
ctelliez@ymail . com

| wholeheartedly support both proposals to improve public access to Lexington@Q conservation lands: Pre-
serving and expanding LexingtonQtrails is a priority for my family. The beautiful woods, wetlands, and trails
are among the primary reasons we chose to make this town our home 24 years ago. These spaces foster con-
nections to nature and are a vital part of our community@ character. | remain deeply impressed by the
townQ dedication to maintaining and enhancing its trail networks. The work of organizations like yours en-
sures these natural spaces are preserved and made accessible for future generations. Both proposals reso-
nate deeply with my vision for our community. | am committed to supporting efforts to preserve and en-
hance our trails as an integral part of LexingtonQ identity.

John Zhiqgiang Zhao
johnzhaolex@gmail . com

Precinct 6

Sara Gurl ey Bot hwell Al | en
sgbothwell @qgmai |l . com

| support both Articles 10a and 10b which would fund the design and engineering for pathways that will im-
prove connectivity and access to existing Conservation land.

The ACROSS Lexington system is a community treasure, which would be meaningfully enhanced by project
10a. | have walked from the Community Center to Cotton Farm. It is not easy, and certainly not accessible for
many. Meanwhile, the Community Center is not easily reached apart from using motor vehicles. Connecting
the Community Center to the ACROSS Lexington system will allow more residents access to the resources
and programming housed there.
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Connecting some of our north Lexington conservation lands to each other through project 10b will increase
outdoor exercise and nature experience opportunities for residents and visitors to an area that is relatively
disconnected from the rest of town. Engineering to protect the wetlands in this area is a vital part of the
funding request. Paint Mine is an area | know well. As Estabrook Big Backyard coordinator—I regularly scout
the trails for interesting features to highlight when | lead volunteer trainings and when | lead student walks
there. Enabling more people to walk in this beautiful area will benefit their health and also improve their un-
derstanding of why conservation land is so important. | would love to be able to walk to Paint Mine safely
from my home, close to Willards Woods, but we lack about 0.75 miles of safe passage to connect my neigh-
borhood to existing ACROSS Lexington routes. | understand, personally, how valuable these proposed pro-
jects will be to nearby residents, in addition to enhancing the larger town-wide project.

Lance P. Bradl ey
|l ance2020@gmail . com

Mar gar et -KL . eb@ount s
mar gck@yahoo. com

Ol ga Puchmajerova Gutag
olgad4d4school s@yahoo. com

My 2013 ilness left me with significant mobility challenges, so | will benefit from increasing recreational ac-
cess for people of all abilities. 1@n grateful to finally access Cary Hall with a walker or wheelchair. | believe
ADA-compliant access to high-traffic areas is essential and should be funded by the government. However,
@ concerned about the impact on taxes if LHS debt exclusion passes and about the strain on future oper-
ating budgets for services needed for new MBTA dwellings. If many new students arrive, weQ face either
steep operating overrides or severe service cuts.

| urge our finance committees and Select Board to allocate every available dollar to the LHS project, minimiz-
ing the debt exclusion needed. | value our town's economic diversity and want to avoid raising taxes so high
that it forces out residents on fixed incomes.

| have experience building privately funded facilities for our town. In the mid-1990s, | co-chaired the Fiske
School Playground committee, raising $30,000 and negotiating with vendors. We built a $70,000 playground
in 15 months. In 2001, | joined Lexington Skate Park committee, where | served as a fundraiser, contract ne-
gotiator, and construction manager. The skate park, which cost over $200,000, was fully funded by grants
and private donations and is still in use today.

| have experience delivering large, expensive projects funded by non-tax dollars which are then donated to
our town. | believe the town should be conservative with spending for at least the next 5-10 years. While
both projects will be appreciated once completed, | support seeking alternative funding sources and | offer to
help find funding for them.

| hope a comprehensive long-term plan is developed to prioritize all our capital needs and prudently fund
them to ensure we maintain economic diversity.
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Frederic Steven Johnson
fredjohnsonl0@gmail . com

Jeremy Levitan
ferlevitan@gmail . com

Dawn E. Mc Kenna
See Select Board

Deborah Cohen Strod
Deborah strod@yahoo. com

| will support these planning steps, because | think any Community Center needs to be as accessible and con-
nected to the community as possible, and because | believe that the ACROSS Lexington connectivity has been
wonderful for supporting access to these open spaces. | have also walked on the Rangeway entrance over the
years, and experienced the situation being described. When | first came to town, | had no idea | lived near a
wonderful open space, and since | discovered it, | have been using it multiple times a week. Increased publici-
ty of open spaces and their connectivity is critical. | think these are appropriate uses for Community Preserva-
tion Act funds. When the subsequent implementation funding requests come, we should nevertheless ask
key questions to be sure the designs provided meet our needs, and meet them in the most cost-efficient way.

Along with these CPC articles, | would like to see us continue to strengthen our tree bylaws and their enforce-
ment. In addition, despite LexingtonQ significant amount of land protected as conservation land, we should
recognize that some of the hyper-local open space or tree canopy we count on is on private land and easily
lost in residential development processes (whether single-family homes or multi-family buildings, or com-
mercial/industrial). At the very least, we should continue to invest in shade trees in the publicly owned seg-
ments near sidewalks, even if we are losing trees on private land.

While much of the work to make the town run is done by dedicated paid staff and volunteer Board/
Commission/Committee members, that work is done knowing that Town Meeting Members will scrutinize
budgets and bylaws, asking practical and meaningful questions. | would be honored to continue to do that for
you.

Eran Cohen Strod
eransterling@ymail . com

| am proud to have been a consistent supporter of articles and bylaw changes proposed and supported by
the CLC, CPC, Sustainable Lexington, Tree Committee, Commission on Disability, and the Conservation Com-
mission. Addressing the challenges of climate change is a cause | deeply care about.

As someone who enjoys Lexington@Q trail network—especially the beautiful Lower Vine Brook area—I see
great potential in projects like the Community Center Connector. This proposed trail would connect the Com-
munity Center to the Cotton Farm trails and the Dunback Meadow conservation area, enhancing accessibility
and community engagement. Similarly, the new trail entrance to the Simonds Brook Conservation area will
expand the ACROSS Lexington map, improving access to our treasured conservation lands.
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| look forward to learning more about these exciting proposals in the CPC report to town meeting and hear-
ing recommendations from the Select Board and financial committees. When evaluating articles like these, |
consider key factors: ADA accessibility, environmental impact, neighborhood support, and affordability. Lex-
ington@ comprehensive plan emphasizes the importance of connecting open spaces with walking and biking
trails, and these projects align perfectly with those priorities.

These initiatives reflect Lexington@Q commitment to sustainability, recreation, and community connectivity,
and IGh eager to see them move forward.

Sarah Wol fson
Met zger . sarah@gmail . com

Precinct 7

Archan Basu
Archan. k. basu@gmail . com

Kat harine Bl auer
katebl auer @gmai |l . com

| fully support the intention of the Conservation DepartmentQtwo proposals for the end goal of enhancing
LexingtonQ trail network at two different sites. If elected, | look forward to hearing the discussion at Town
Meeting to learn more about the projects and associated costs.

In the 2024 report to Town Meeting, the CPC estimated that the design and engineering study for the Cotton
Farm/Community Center Connector would require $200,000. | am curious why the request went up to
$300,000, just 8 months later. While the concept of connecting the Community Center with the surrounding
conservation land is excellent, for the new programming opportunities this would inspire as well as the ben-
efit of added accessibility to our town@Q natural resources (parking, public transportation), | would prefer to
wait for the Town Meeting discussion before finalizing my support of this proposal.

My family is lucky enough to live near the Paint Mine / Landlocked Forest and we fully appreciate this valua-
ble natural asset. | would love to see more neighborhoods in Lexington (and especially in my own precinct!)
have safe access to similar areas to enjoy. | fully support the improvement of the trail connecting the Range-
way entrance through Simonds Brook to Grove Street — especially as it is noted as being in poor condition
and this proposal has been created, in part, due to public concern. 1t Q difficult to think of a better invest-
ment than expanding access to and maintaining our protected wetlands.

Christan L. Bout wel |
cboutwell @Qpartners. org

Robert Keven Creech
bobcreech@aol . com

| am a member of the Community Preservation Committee and so | have already voted to recommend that
Town Meeting approve this project using CPA funds. If re-elected to Town Meeting, | will vote to approve the
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expenditure as a Town Meeting Member. | love being outdoors. | love the critters, big and small, who live in
these outdoor spaces. | love trees, leaves and pine needles. As a member of the Planning Board | had the
pleasure of being the liaison to the Greenways Corridor Committee (GCC). As such, | learned a lot more
about their ongoing work to connect the town via networks to trails and open space. In my role on the Plan-
ning Board | have been a proponent of the GCC mission every time | was in a position to do so. | will continue
in this regard whenever the opportunity presents itself.

Vi kas Kinger
vKkinger @hot mai |l . com

Sandra Hackman
shackmanl02il1@ymail . com

| support both these proposals. Enabling universal access between the Community Center and surrounding
areas is important. Right now the center is isolated from the ACROSS Lexington trail network. Enabling resi-
dents to walk to and from the center via the network would be a huge plus, as would the ability to schedule
outdoor programming.

Right now an informal trail links Rangeway St. and Simonds Brook. Whether the trail is on Drummer Boy land
is unclear. However, as a resident of that complex and an abutter to the trail, | can attest that Town residents
are free to use it, and they do. The problem is that it runs down a gully that is subject to flooding and wash-
out, and crosses sensitive wetlands. The proposed new trail will run on higher ground away from Drummer
Boy land, with a bridge crossing the brook. This location will protect the wetlands, avoid flooding and wash-
out, and ensure easier access to the ACROSS Lexington network. Proposed Community Preservation funding
for trail design and engineering is on the 2025 Annual Town Meeting warrant. The new trail will be a much-
needed addition to the network.

Letta J. Hom
|l ettalex77@gmail . com

Vida Figueras Baterina Hom
vidablex77@gmail . com

Mo n a mi D. Roy
monami droy @mail . com

| support efforts to expand and improve public access to LexingtonQ conservation lands. Open spaces are
vital—not just for environmental preservation but also for mental health and community well-being. As a
long-time equity and disability advocate, former chair of the Lexington Human Rights Committee, member of
the Town-Wide Mental Health Task Force, and current member of the TownQ Collaborative Reform Group
(CRG), I recognize the importance of ensuring that our public spaces are truly accessible to all.

Living in Precinct 7, | am particularly aware of increasing environmental stressors, including persistent air-
craft noise. Protecting and expanding access to our townQ open spaces helps mitigate these effects and rein-
forces Lexington@Q commitment to conservation. Additionally, Town Meeting affirmed its commitment to ac-
cessibility in 2021 through its Full Inclusion Resolution (Article 30), which calls for disability rights to be fully
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considered in all decisions and planning processes. Ensuring that conservation lands are accessible aligns with
both our environmental and social responsibilities.

| support these planning steps, provided they uphold Lexington@Q conservation goals and incorporate univer-
sal accessibility principles where feasible. Thoughtful planning is essential to balancing ecological preserva-
tion with public access. While my values remain constant—preserving clean, green spaces, supporting mental
health, and ensuring accessibility for all—every decision must be made based on the totality of circumstanc-
es. It is important to recognize that municipal resources are finite, and all funding decisions must be consid-
ered within the townQ overall budget and priorities. | will carefully and thoroughly listen to my colleagues
with various perspectives and approach the discussion with an open mind to ensure the best outcome for
our community.

Precinct 8

Victoria C. Buckl ey
vbuckl ey@ cn. com

Mar gar et E. Coppe
mecoppe@imail . com

Peggy Ender s
peggyenders@ymail . com

| am very much in favor of both proposals from the Conservation Department. IQe been a member of the
Greenways Corridor Committee for a number of years; GCC is the town committee charged with actively
planning, installing and maintaining the highly successful ACROSS Lexington network. Many residents have
benefited immensely from the development of these walking and biking routes that link town conservation,
recreation and other open space parcels throughout Lexington. In order to forge these links, it is sometimes
necessary to develop new trails. The proposed trail between Cotton Farm and the Community Center will go
through an undeveloped and somewhat wet section of the Upper Vine Brook and will provide a link to other
walking trails, including the ACROSS system. This trail will make it possible for students from Clarke to walk
or bike directly from the middle school to the Community Center via an off-road trail. | hope someday it will
be possible to extend this trail in a direction that includes a walking/biking route between the high school
and the Community Center.

| am also familiar with the proposal for a new trail entrance to the Simonds Brook conservation area at the
end of Rangeway Street. Relatively few residents have found their way into the Simonds Brook land. The pro-
spect of providing improved access to that land as well as establishing another new ACROSS Lexington route
at the same time — that would not only encourage more use of the Simonds Brook property but also provide
improved access to other wonderful conservation properties — is an idea well worth underwriting.

Al i®&r iOen Fox
Al i xobrien@hotmail . com

| plan to support both of these articles to create and/or improve our public trails and their connectivity. We
are fortunate to have so much conservation land and open space available to us here in Lexington, accessible
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through an incredible network of existing trails. Maintaining these spaces and increasing accessibility to the
outdoors benefits a broad spectrum of residents — particularly families with young children — and is an excel-
lent use of our Community Preservation funds. Both our trail system and the Community Center are wonder-
ful assets, and connecting them to each other enhances both. A few years ago, my husband and children
completed their goal to walk all of the Across Lexington trails, although | believe a couple new ones have
been added since then! They had a terrific experience getting to know our town and our natural spaces
better. They have since used some of the Across trails to train for hiking season in the mountains, and to just
enjoy a walk on a beautiful day. | look forward to supporting both of these articles to ensure greater access to
our trails and conservation land for all Lexington residents.

Bety J. Gau
betygaub62@mail . com

| strongly support our townQ@ conservation initiatives and the expansion of our town trail system. The
ACROSS Lexington system is a wonderful town resource and | encourage continued planning for expansion of
the network. The two proposals identified are a good use of funding to benefit all residents with improved
public access to conservation land.

As my voting record shows these past 6 years in Town Meeting, | value protection and conservation of Lex-
ington land. As the chair of the Bicycle Advisory Committee and an avid user of our townQtrails, | value safe
trails for walking and biking. | also support building trails that connect buildings and neighborhoods in town.

The Community Center Connector request for $300,000 is a good example of worthwhile spending to plan for
a trail connection with the potential for universal accessibility. This trail would benefit residents who could
then access the ACROSS Lexington system. | support the use of CPC funds for this type of conservation and
trail expansion.

| look forward to hearing the debate about this warrant article during All Town Meeting.

Al an Mayer Levine
aml @space. mit.edu

| will support the trail planning expenditures to be funded using Community Preservation Act monies as long
as the Community Preservation Committee does not relinquish its support for these items before town
meeting. Being retired, | often need to get out of the house, so | frequently walk around town on both trails
and streets, and | see the high values of good walking routes. Trails help all of us get out and get exercise, and
often provide a quiet traffic-free environment for our mental health. The two trail segments to be developed
would yield trail-walking opportunities more than proportionate to their short lengths.

Lisa A. Newt on
|l i sanewton20l14@gmail . com

PAGE 24

et


mailto:bettygau62@gmail.com
mailto:aml@space.mit.edu
mailto:lisanewton2014@gmail.com

***Citzens for Lexington Conservaton News|

Sudhir Ranj an
ransud@gmail . com

| support both proposals: a) a survey of engineering and design plans for a trail connection between Cotton
Farm and the Lexington Community Center; b) trail design and engineering to create a new trail entrance for
the Simonds Brook conservation area at the end of Rangeway Street.

The trail network in Lexington, MA, offers residents and visitors a cohesive system of walking and biking
paths that facilitate easy access to various key destinations, including scenic conservation areas, historic land-
marks, educational institutions, and the vibrant town center. This interconnected system promotes healthy
outdoor recreation and provides an alternative means of transportation, reducing reliance on motor vehicles
and fostering a more sustainable community.

The significance of this network is particularly pronounced in Lexington, a town rich in natural beauty and
historical heritage. The extensive conservation lands serve as vital recreational spaces and support local eco-
systems and biodiversity. The network enhances overall community well-being by ensuring that these trails
connect people to the town's recreational resources, open spaces, and educational facilities.

To further expand this trail network, it is crucial to implement efficient trail design and meticulous engineer-
ing planning—especially in areas designated as wetlands. Construction in these sensitive environments must
prioritize ecological integrity, preserving the delicate balance of local wildlife habitats, microbial life, and
plant communities. The wetlands are essential in atmospheric maintenance and overall ecosystem health,
making their protection a key consideration in any development project.

The proposed enhancements to the trail network aim to improve connectivity across Lexington and encour-
age a healthier lifestyle among residents. By fostering a culture of outdoor recreation and making it easier for
individuals and families to engage with their natural surroundings, these initiatives will help cultivate a vi-
brant, active community while respecting and protecting the environment.

Al an V. Seferian
aseferian@ymail . com

Although normally opposed to discretionary expenditures in this very high tax community, | support these
two proposals as they are modest in scope and will improve the hiking experience here. Our extensive hiking/
trail network is one of the things | love about Lexington.

Precinct 9

Victoria Lawrence Blier

vb @bl i er. net

Scot Foster Bur son
scotbursonf02421@aol . com

Rodney Elias Col e
rodec@comcast. net
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Di ana J. Donovan
did4d22@mail . com

Thomas Osgood Fenn
tjekl123@aol . com

Foster Joseph Jackson
fosterjjackson@ymail . com

Vineeta Ajay Kumar
See Select Board

Eli zabeth Ruth Metetal
ewal ker84 @ymail . com

| strongly support initiatives to provide or improve public access to our incredible trail network, and more
broadly to maintain and expand our trail system where feasible. Thus, | would support both of the specific
proposals described. These spaces provide us with connections to nature, recreation, health, and community
benefits. As someone who runs and walks these trails with my own family regularly, | see firsthand how well-
maintained paths benefit our community and foster deeper connections to nature. | would be supportive of
UA designs where feasible, and | agree that connection to the Community Center offers an opportunity for
education and greater links between the center and the surrounding trails and neighborhood.

April 2024

Cairns on boulders at
Juniper Hill

o
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